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heavenly places of the world; and that they again de-
scend from thence, bearing to each in proportion to
what is appointed by God for them to minister to the
well-doers. And learning that these are, from their
work, called angels [ (messengers, ministers sent to exe-
cute some commission), we find them, because they are
divine, sometimes called even gods in the Holy Scrip-
tures ; but not so, as for any injunction to be given to
us to worship and adore, instead of God, those who
minister, and bring to us the things of God. For
every request and prayer, and supplication and thanks-
giving, must be sent up to Him who is God above all,
through the High Priest, who is above all angels, even
the living Word of God. And we also make our re-
quests to the Word, and supplicate Him, and moreover
offer our prayer to Him; if we can understand the
difference between the right use and the abuse of
prayer. For it is not reasonable for us to call upon
angels, without receiving a knowledge concerning them
which is above man. But supposing the knowledge
concerning them, wonderful and unutterable as it is,
had been received; that very knowledge describing
their nature, and those to whom they are respectively
assigned, would not give confidence in praying to any
other than to Him who is sufficient for every thing,
God who is above all, through our Saviour, the Son of
God, who is the word, and wisdom, and the truth, and
whatsoever else the writings of the prophets of God,
and the Apostles of Jesus say concerning Him. But
for the angels of God to be .favourable to us, and to do
all things for us, our disposition towards God is suffi-
cient ; we copy them to the utmost of human strength,
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